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Sixth Form Centre (East and West Sites)
Recruitment and Retention Policy
All students who fulfil the Academy’s entry criteria will be offered a Sixth Form place.  

Entry requirements: A Level

· 5 GCSE’s at A* - C in different subjects.  Please note that a BTEC qualification will be treated as one A* - C grade.  Double Award GCSE’s will be counted as two A* - C grades.

· Attendance of at least 85% throughout Year 11.  Please note that students whose attendance is between 85 and 90% will be interviewed by the Sixth Form team; any offer made will be conditional and subject to a probationary period.

· Students must enrol for a minimum of three A Levels; no student will be allowed to enrol for more than four A Levels.

· Although exclusion in Year 11 will not preclude an offer of a Sixth Form place any student wishing to join the Sixth Form who has been excluded in Year 11 will be interviewed by the Sixth Form team; any offer made will be conditional and subject to a probationary period.

· Individual subjects may pose additional entry criteria.

Entry requirements: Level 3 BTEC

· 5 GCSE’s at A* - C in different subjects.  Please note that a relevant BTEC will be treated as GCSE equivalent (i.e. if applying for Level 3 Public Services, a Level 2 BTEC in Public Services will be treated as four GCSE equivalents). 
· Attendance of at least 85% throughout Year 11.  Please note that students whose attendance is between 85 and 90% will be interviewed by the Sixth Form team; any offer made will be conditional and subject to a probationary period.

· Although exclusion in Year 11 will not preclude an offer of a Sixth Form place any student wishing to join the Sixth Form who has been excluded in Year 11 will be interviewed by the Sixth Form team; any offer made will be conditional and subject to a probationary period.

Entry requirements: Mixed Level 3 Pathways
It may be possible for students to combine some BTEC courses with A Levels.  In this situation students must meet the entry requirements for both pathways.

Entry requirements: Level 2

It is Academy policy to offer a place on a Level 2 course to any student who has demonstrated satisfactory levels of attitude and behaviour during Year 11.

· Attendance of at least 85% throughout Year 11.  Please note that students whose attendance is between 85 and 90% will be interviewed by the Sixth Form team; any offer made will be conditional and subject to a probationary period.

· Although exclusion in Year 11 will not preclude an offer of a Sixth Form place any student wishing to join the Sixth Form who has been excluded in Year 11 will be interviewed by the Sixth Form team; any offer made will be conditional and subject to a probationary period.

Entry requirements: External Candidates

External applicants are subject to the same entry criteria as internal applicants; offers will be made subject to production of evidence that entry criteria have been met (for example, via a written reference from previous school).
Conditional Offer/Probationary Period

Sometimes, it is necessary to make offers conditional upon completion of a probationary period.  Students who are made a probationary offer will be placed on weekly report to the Head of Sixth Form.  This report will monitor standards of attendance, effort, punctuality, ability to meet deadlines and ability to produce work of a satisfactory standard.  Any student who fails this probationary period will be asked to leave the Academy.

Transition from Year 12 into Year 13

At the end of their first year in Sixth Form all students must demonstrate that they have fulfilled the transition criteria in order to progress onto the second year of their course.

Transition criteria: Level 3 students

· Maintain attendance record of at least 90% during Year 12

· Achieve at least satisfactory AFL/progress grades (please see Reporting Policy for more detail).

· Provide evidence of participation in community/active citizenship activities.

· Students must be working to at least a pass grade at AS/BTEC in order to progress into Year 13.

Transition criteria: Level 2 into Level 3 students

Students wishing to progress from Level 2 courses to Level 3 courses must meet the relevant course criteria as stipulated above.

No student will be admitted on to a Level 2 course after completing a Level 2 course in Year 12.

General Information
· Any student on any pathway who has not achieved at least a grade C in English and maths will be expected to re-sit these GCSEs at the end of Year 12.
· Class sizes will be restricted to a maximum of 22; places will be allocated on a first come, first served basis.
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