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Sixth Form Centre (East and West Sites)
ABLE, GIFTED AND TALENTED STUDENTS’ POLICY 
INTRODUCTION
This policy complements the Academy’s overall aim of providing a broad, balanced and relevant curriculum for all of its students. This includes those with individual needs and aspirations that can be categorised as able, gifted and talented. An Able, Gifted and Talented Co-ordinator will be responsible for this policy.
DEFINITIONS

1. An able student is one who achieves, or has the ability to achieve, at a level significantly in advance of the peer group. This may be in all areas of the curriculum or in a limited range.

2. A gifted student is one who is in the top 5%-10% of the student population who has the capacity for or demonstrates high levels of performance in an academic area such as being: 
· Good all-rounders

· High achievers in one area

· Of high ability but with low motivation

· Of good verbal ability but poor writing skills

· Very able but with a short attention span

· Very able with poor social skills

· Keen to disguise their abilities

3. A talented pupil is one who is in the top 5%-10% of the pupil population with a specific ability in a non-academic area such as:

· Physical talent – sports, games

· Visual/Performing abilities – dance, movement, drama

· Practical – design and technology, mechanical ingenuity

· Social – outstanding team member, leadership qualities

· Creativity – artistic, musical, linguistic

IDENTIFICATION
The Gifted and Talented Co-ordinator and Team Leaders will identify Able, Gifted and Talented students within their own curriculum area. This will include using elements of the following:

· National Curriculum Teacher Assessment and Terminal Exam results

· CAT scores

· Classroom observation

· Subject tests and examination of students’ work

· Subject specific checklists

· Generic checklists

· Reading Tests

· Teacher, parent/carer and peer nomination.

Students who are identified will be entered onto the Academy Able, Gifted and Talented register, and the area of ability noted. Parents/carers will be informed when their son/daughter is placed on the register. Underachieving Able, Gifted and Talented students will be identified through the comparison of achievements in subject areas against the expectations of achievement suggested by CAT and NC tests and prior performance. Their progress will be carefully monitored.

PROVISION

Three ways of meeting the needs of Able, Gifted and Talented students will be employed: acceleration, enrichment and extension. 

· Acceleration: enabling a student to access work which would typically be for older students 

· Enrichment: broadening a student’s education possibly by enabling him/her to study aspects of a topic which there would not normally be time to study

·  Extension: encouraging students to develop more sophisticated thinking and reasoning skills

The following are examples of the actions we will initiate:

· Recognising achievement and celebrating success

· Encouraging independent learning

· Providing a range of extra-curricular activities and clubs

· Organising subject enrichment days, including the use of outside speakers

· Offering participation in master classes and challenge days

· Utilising our links with our 3 sponsors to provide a range of extension activities

FINALLY
· As a Sports Academy a programme of identifying talented athletes and supporting them through a programme of mentoring will operate.
· The Academy will be registered with the National Academy for Gifted and Talented Youth (www.nagty.ac.uk). Students will be made aware of the availability of summer schools.

· Consideration will be given to providing financial support for our Able, Gifted and Talented.
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