Thursday 1 September 2011
Dear Parent

Welcome to all students after the summer break.  I trust you had a relaxing time.  September provides a golden opportunity to press on and work hard to achieve aspirations, dreams and ambitions.  We look to make a business-like and rigorous start.

As the new Principal of the Isle of Sheppey Academy, I am making some immediate changes to have a better impact on the learning of all students.  I am thrilled to be joining the Academy at such an exciting time where 100% of students have gained 2+ A Levels, 72% achieved 5 A*-C GCSE grades and when you factor in Maths and English, 35% reached this threshold.

The new changes I am introducing start at Head of School level.  Mr Davies will move to the East Site where he will become Head of School for Harty.  His expertise with the 6th Form will be used to help sustain the improvement made and to further challenge 6th Formers to reach the academic standards required for successful managerial careers and university entrants.  Mr Corbett will move to the West Site and become Head of School for Sheerness where his proactive ideas for teaching and learning will be channelled into raising of attainment programmes at GCSE and A Level.  Both colleagues have proven flexible, have the desire to make a difference to the learning of students and are relishing the new challenge.  I assure you that this change will be implemented without disruption to your son or daughter’s educational experience.  All other teaching staff in the Sheerness and Harty Schools will remain unchanged.

I am delighted to announce Ms Williams will lead Abbey School with immediate effect.  She is excited to be working with the students and is keen to begin helping to challenge everyone into achieving their full potential in the classroom.  

To help students who transfer from the West Site to the East Site, or vice versa, for lessons, there will be no change to the start or finish times of the school day but an additional break between lesson 2 and 3 will prevent pupils from being late.  Punctuality will be important and this measure allows no student to miss the start of a lesson.  

We are pleased that our attendance has improved and has reached 90% overall. However the government has set the target of 95% and we are expecting all students to reach or exceed this in the coming year. Sadly, a total of 29 parents were fined almost £3,000 last year, our aim is to see this drastically reduced in the coming year by providing early, sustained monitoring and support as well as enjoyable learning.

I look forward to a busy and productive first academic year at the Academy.  The emphasis will be on quality teaching, strong leadership at every level and creating a happy, enjoyable atmosphere where your son or daughter can thrive.  

Yours sincerely
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