THE MATHEMATICS DEPARTMENT

The mathematics department has 18 full time members of the department, 2 part time members of the department, 3 mathematics mentors and one 1:1 tutor. It is based on two sites East and West and has a Team Leader and 2 Programme Managers (KS3 and 4) for each site. 

The KS3 curriculum is based on the National Strategy and is reinforced using the Level Up text books. KS3 in mathematics consists of Years 7 and 8. Classes are set into 3 bands; level 5 – 7, level 4 – 6 and level 3 – 5. The Key stage has 2 Programme Managers responsible for updating the Systems of Work, assessment, and homework.

The KS4 curriculum is based on the Edexcel 2010 scheme of work. We start our Key Stage 4 at the beginning of Year 9. Top and bottom sets follow the linear mathematics A pathway and the middle sets follow the modular mathematics B pathway. This allows students to spend more time on this very important key stage and individualises the learning environment. Top and middle sets are entered for higher level mathematics and only the small bottom sets are entered for foundation level mathematics. This Key Stage has 2 Programme Managers responsible for updating the Systems of Work, assessment and homework

KS5 follow the Edexcel modular scheme, at AS level students study C1, C2 and S1 and at A2 level students study C3, C4 and D1. 

The department uses Edexcel Board specifications for all its external examinations. At present we are entering 67% of our students at the higher level and 33% at foundation level. We currently enter all students early in November of Year 11 and again in June. Modular examinations are entered in Y9, 10 and 11.

We have an extensive intervention programme that caters for G + T and SEN students alike, from a robust professional mentoring system to working 1:1 with individual students. This intervention takes place across both key stages, within all year groups and at all levels.

The department boasts the very best in interactive facilities using both Hitachi and Promethean interactive white boards for each member of staff as well as our own laptops and printers. Our main software is “Live Text” in KS3 and “Active Teach” in KS4 and we have a number of other software packages which we update regularly. We are also developing a departmental VLE.

The department is professionally led by 2 Team Leaders who are enthusiastic to develop new members of staff through ongoing CPD and mentoring. The Academy has excellent CPD programs for all levels of staff from NQT’s to middle leaders and the mathematics department is fully involved in these programmes.

